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(Interview with Defense Minies Mufs Taln by DER
SPIEGEL correspondents Siegesmund Yon llsemann grd Adel
S. Flias in Damascus; dawe not given)

[Excerpts) DER SPIEGEL: b 1 poliiical infiuence of the
Army not suffering from the Tack of military successes 1o date?

Talas: Nonscnse, that is sll rumors, What the press has fab-
ncated pbout 1his lately is nauscating. There is just one president
in Syris, Hafiz al-Asad. He is the supreme commander of the
Armed Forces and secretary genere! of the Ba'th Party. Write in
DER SPIEGEL vertatim — there is po military wing por any
party wing in our country.

DER SPIECEL: Wkhat is the story ebout the president’s
brother, Rifs"?

Talas: If our president tells somebody Lo scram o Geneve, then
that person goes to Geneva, Anyone who says o o Prasident
al-Asad is beheaded. The man whose pame you mentioned is
persone non grata forever in our country. If this person bad not
gone abroad, the Army would have struck. Our state is strong.
Even Kiminger conceded in bis memoirs: "We made every
efont 10 overthrow Hafiz al-Auad in Syria, but the regime is
powerful snd strong, and we had (¢ sbandon our plan.”

DER SPIEGEL: According w0 expert epinion, Isracl is very
probably in possession of ruclear weapons. What potsibilities
docs Syria bave 1o counteract this danger?

Talas: We are convinced that Lsre el bas nuclear weapons. The
Americans bave made the Israelis’ s coess to them easy. They are
cooperating very closely with Israel in nuclear technology. If
Israel uses nucicar weapons, it alone will be responsible. For such
an ¢vent, the Soviet Union hes given us o guarantee that it will
Jet us have nuclear weapons with which we ¢an reply 1o such a
Gestructive strike.

DERSPIEGEL: What kind of weapons sysiems are these?

Talas: Wecan use surface-to-surfece or ait-to-ground missiles
for that purpose. In any case, the Sovics can make available to
us the means that will enable us to give 8 auclear response. i
Israc! resorts 10 puclear weapons, it wili be the sole loser end in
no event the winner. ‘

DERSPIEGEL: Whaowould carry out the retaliation strike —
the Syrians or the Russians?

Tatas: We, not the Russians, will rzpulse the Jsraelis. We would
even risk dur lives to gain possession of some nuclear weapons
with which we could reach Israel, Can you give me a plausible
reason why we should not do this inghe event Israed uses nuclear
weapons first?

DER SPIEGEL: This would then be the prelude to world
conflagration,
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Talas; Aslong s the Americars blindly wppon luuh policy,
there is 8 fuse for world war.

Talas Denles DER SPIEGEL Report
JIN111823 Paris Raclio Monte Carlo in Arabic 1805 GNT
41 8ep 84

[Text] DER SPIEGEL magatine published 8 sutement atirid-
uted to Syrian Defense Minister General Mustafa Talas that
Syrian Yice President Rifat al- Asad is persona non grata in
Syria. Of course, this statement raised & bue and ¢ry. S0 far, the
Syrian capital bas not commentad on this statement. Howevar,
Dr Khalil Abmad, official spokesman for Rif'at al- Amd’s infor-
mation ofTice, afTirmed that the Syrien vice president s currently
ip Geneva for bealth reasons and that Rifl'st al-Ased’s treatment
bas made it poceasary to extend his stay abrowd for some time.
His return to Syria will take place very soon and he will resume
his nationa! duties beside Prasident Hafiz al-Ased.

Dr Khalit Ahmad sdded that in a contact with Dr Rilst a1-Asad,
Gen Talas denounced what was said on bis behall in the mag-
azine with respect 1o Dr al-Asad and eapressed gurprise that #
magazine such as DER SPIEGEL had forged facts. Gen Talas
added: Howcanltella magarine womething which my govern-
ment and my superions baye not authorized me 1o bay?

Rifat o} Arad Back Ia Ceners
NC111448 Paris AFP in English 1443 GMT 11 Sep 84

{Excerpt] Geneva, Sep 11 {AFP) — Rif'at al-Asad, the brother
of Syrian Presidens Hafiz al-Asad, bas retumed here quietly
after & briel private visit 1o Paris, reliable sources said, under-
scoring rumors he bas fallen fron. favor.

Rila: al-Asad, once touted gs o possible syccessor to his brother,
first arrived in Geneva on June | after an official visit w the
Soviet Union where he had headed alarge Syrian delegation. But
be bas remained in Switzerland, living in a private villa on the
Iefu bank of Lake Geneva. Last month be lefi for France at the
invitation of former Prime Minister Picrre Mauroy but report-
edly did not meet with eny Freach officisls during bis stay,

Sources s2id he enroled several of his children in French schools
and he is s3id 10 have 2 home in the town of Saint Nom La
Breteche, outside Paris.

President al-Asad Receives Argentine Official
JN111252 Damascus Domestic Service in Arabic 1113 GMT
115ep 84

[Teat] Damascus - At 1330 1oday, President Hafiz al-Asad
received Ricardo Daud, the Argentine deputy who is of Syrian
origin. Argentine Ambassador in Damascus Andres Ceuster-
mans attended Daud conveyed te-President al-Asad a message
from Argentine President Raud Alfonsin dealing with bilateral
relations. President al-Asad accepted the message with thanks
end asked him to convey @ reply message and greetings 1o the
Argentine people and the brother Arabexpatriatesin Argentina,
for neicunv
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